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Film Review: The Battle of Algiers (1965)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The film reflects a struggle by a country in North Africa to gain independence from the French colonialists. The French colonized Algeria until they gained their independence in 1962. The film starts by showing a scene where an old man is tortured by members of the French military to provide information. In the scene, one can understand that the film is based on a political theme focusing on Algeria and France as two fronts. The discussion presents an analysis of the Battle of Algiers film looking at its summary, themes and critical review. 
Analysis
The Battle of Algiers film of 1965 is based on real-life past political events that modern-day Algeria that occurred from 1956 to 1957. The film presents the battle as guerrilla warfare that was carried out against the authorities in of Algeria by the National Liberation Front. The film is a reflection of the African political events that occurred as a result of colonization. The European powers colonized African countries in the 19th and 20th century. However, African countries resorted to fighting for their political freedom and equal rights as seen from the film. 
The Battle of Algiers as depicted in the film was initiated by a series of terrorist attacks conducted by the National Liberation Front (FLN) that saw dozens of Arabs, Europeans, and the police killed. The film thus depicts the past political events that shaped modern-day Algeria since it shows how colonization happened in Algeria and the struggle for liberation against the French rule. According to the film, the series of terrorist attacks that occurred got the attention of the French government to send their military to Algeria to help suppress the situation. 
In this film, the audience is likely to see a situation where it is Algeria that is under discussion, but the political events are similar to the ones that occurred all over Africa. During the mid-20th century, most African countries realized the importance of attaining self-rule and thus resolved to fight for their independence. Countries all over Africa formed such guerilla-like movements to help them fight various colonial powers such as Britain, French, Germany, and Italy. The battles resulted in deaths, imprisonment, and eventually independence for most of the African countries. The film thus reflects on events in Algeria which be related to the events in entire Africa at large. 
The film thus reflects on an era in which countries across Africa were fighting against colonization. It shows that Africans had undergone the colonization period and had realized that it is essential that they gain independence from the Europeans. As seen, the film is filled with violence and terrorist attacks targeted on the European community-based in Algiers.  The films can be seen to have presented events of the battle of Algiers as they occur without looking at any bias. The events are documented from the Algerian War for independence, and thus the film is not based on propaganda.
The film depicts the theme of imperialism and colonization. The two themes are depicted through the struggle and acts of war with the aim of achieving self-rule. The theme is thus addressed in the film elaborately in such a way that the audience can be able to understand easily. Additionally, the film presents a setting similar to the one in Algeria composing characters of French and Arab origins which is vital in developing the content similar to the one in the war. 
The other important theme depicted by the film is the use of terrorism as a method of war. The film depicted terrorism as a method that is not only used by guerrillas but also by conventional military personnel when they deem it as the most suitable method for winning a war. In this case, the French military is seen to use unconventional methods to win the war such as manipulation and torture which are not commonly used by trained military personnel. The movie thus unmasks some of the dirt that exists in the disciplined forces. The theme is applicable even in the present world since acts of terrorism do not only encompass attacks by insurgents against governments but also attacks by governments on insurgents that lead to the death of many innocent civilians. 
The themes thus reflect on issues that affected the society in the past, and some of them still affect modern society. For example, the case of the French police using excessive force to handle the revolution, similar cases can be seen by military groups around the world focusing on mishandling extremists. In the case of US war on terror, there have been numerous cases of deaths of innocent civilians resulting from multiple airstrikes conducted in the countries affected (Buncombe, 2017). Most of the individuals in these countries end up suffering from post-traumatic disorder due to the continuous war that is launched within their land. It is dangerous considering that individuals do not choose to live in terror inflicted regions such as Syria and Afghanistan. The US military can thus be used as a comparison to the French military at that time due to their use of force against extremists.
Conflicts in the modern world can be seen to arise due to cases of disagreements. In such conflicts, the people who suffer the most are innocent civilians. In this film, the civilians are seen to have lost lives even though the battle was between the French military and the NLF. Similar cases can be seen in countries such as Syria where the war between the US military and terrorist has led to the death of many civilians (Buncombe, 2017). Additionally, in Ukraine, a similar case of conflict because of the border is harming the civilians. The war between countries thus ends up harming innocent people in the long run. It is thus necessary to control the development of war within countries around the world. 
Summary
In summary, the film has presented a clear illustration of the conflict presenting the two sides without bias. Most importantly, the film has shown how cases of increased activism are likely to lead to war in any country. The French lost the battle of Algiers providing an opportunity for the Arabs to run their country. The war was fought against guerillas who were ill-equipped, and thus they have a very narrow chance of winning in the long run. The unbiased approach of the film creates a touch of reality which is also critical to the audience as they need to feel what happened in Algeria during this time to understand the two-sided story.
The most important aspect of the film is the ending. The film shows that the amount of bloodshed during the war was not in vain as the French lost the battle leading to Algeria gaining their independence the same year the war ended. It is essential to understand that the war led to the death of many Arabs and thus with a victory, their struggle for independence can be seen have born fruits in present-day Algeria. As seen in the film, the depiction is a real-life example of all cases that happened to African countries that were colonized during the 19th and 20th century.  Most of them gained independence after bloody battles with the Europeans. 
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